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<< BRHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.’ 
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THE BIBLE constani and early attendance at church on 


WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT. 


Much instruction may be drawn from the 
following interesting narrative. It will afford 
encouragement to those who are engaged in 
the important work of instructing the young 
and the ignorant poor: it shows that the word 
of God, when spiritually discerned, is able 
to make the ignorant wise unto salvation, 
wilbout note or comment ;—and even teach- 
ers in Israel, who ave leading their flocks in a 
way which they knew not, have a practical 
lesson in this simple narrative,by which they 
may learn what it is to be born again. 


In the little village of Folliton, in one of 
the western counties of England, lived John 
and Sally Lumley, an honest, industrious 
couple, Whose humble cottage stood near the 
roat-side with a small green plot before it and 
a garden behind; w hich , altogether, present- 
ed an aspect of neatness and diligent culti- 

vation. John’s wages never exceeded 9s. 
a week, which was no great sum to support 
a wife and five children, but he contrived 
always to have a pig in rearing, and his 
master permitted him to rent a piece of 
ground every year on which he raised a sup- 
ply of potatoes. Sally also was an excel- 
lent wife, and by her economy and good 
management their income always met their 
expenses ; nor must it be omitted, that John 
constantly spent his evenings at home, so 
that nothing was squandered in liquor at 
the public house called the Blue-ball. A 
sinall income, managed with frugality, will 
go much further in housekeeping than ma- 
ny people imagine. It is a saying in De- 
vonshire, “we must live to-day as we can 
live to-morrow.” 

This honest couple did not, however, es- 
eape the tongue of slander ; especially when 
the neighbours saw the clean and neat ap- 
pearance of their children as they passed 
through the village to the churchona Sun- 
day morning. Some were kind enough to 
remark that John must have other means 
of support besides his wages at farmer Wil- 
ton’s, or he never could procure such good 
clothes for himself and his family, out of 
only nine shillings a week, and pay two 
pounds a year rent for his cottage and 
garden, without any assistance from the 
parish ; 

It was truly delightful to observe Sally's 


the Lord’s day. “1! cant think, Saliy, how 
you contrived,” said her neighbour Kate 
Maldon, “to take all your “children to 
church in the morning ; for my pait I ne- 
ver go till the afternoon !”-—“ | find it very 
easy,’ replied Sally, “for all depends upon 
a willing mind and a little forecast. John 
and I rise early and get every thing ready, 
for he never keeps bad hours, thanks be, 
and as to clothes, lam always mending,and 
you know, Kate, a stiich in time saves 
nine.” Kate had no other reply than 
“Well Sally, J can’t do it, for my man 
never comes home with his wages till it is 
very late, and therefore Il am obliged to go 
to Mr. Griper’s shop and buy what we want 
on Sunday morning!” Sally shook her 
head as Kate went into her house, and said 
to her husband, “well, John, I hope we 
shall never break the Sabbath in that man- 
ner, for God’s blessmg cannot be expected, 
by him that buys nor by him that sells on 
the Lord’s day. Old Maister Griper does 
not get rich with all his Sunday’s profits! 
1 see the doctor go in there almost every 
week,’ 

But no one is without his cross. It was 
the grief of John that no one in his family 
could read. One day, while he was plow- 
ing, he thought that :{ he could have a little 
instruction he could soon read a chapter in 
the Testament, but how to gain that in- 
struction he could not tell. When once 


the mind desires that which is truly good,’ 


Divine Providence soon places the means of 
possessing it within our reach. John’s wish 
was scarcely formed ere it was gratified. 
If every illiterate person were determined 
to acquire the art of reading, be would 
soon attain his object. ‘The ignorance 
of the poor is therefore in many cases inex- 
cusable. 

Farmer Wilton’s eldest son had just re- 
turned from school to spénd the vacation at 
home, and in his walks called to see Sally 
Luinley just as John was sitting down to 
his supper. “Ah! John, ah! Sally,” said 
Stephen Wilton, “how are you both ?”— 
“ Much oblige to you, Master Stephen, 
quite brave, thank you, sir, will you please 
to sit down a bit? (handing him a chair,} 
So you be going about to visit your old 
friends, sir.” 

Stephen. Yes, Sally, and you and John 
among the number. 

John, Thank yeu hindly, sir, tut J 
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thought you'd forgdtten such poor folks as 
We. 

Stephen. No, no, John, I hope [ shall 
never do that, you and Sally are good crea- 
tures, and it would be sad indeed if going 
to school should make me proud and fer- 
getful of my old acquaintanee—but how 
are all your children. 

John. All quite hearty, I think, sir—Joe 
why don’t you come fore and make your 
bow to Master Steplien-—Joe’s a good boy 
(stroking his head)he works with me every 
day at your father’s *bout one thing or 
tother, but Pin sorry to say, like myself, she’s 
no larning ; 

Stephen. That’s bad indeed, John, but 
do you not put him to school 2” 

John. Wiry, sir, l do hope to bve and 
bye, but I can’t afford it yet; Pve a — 
ised him that next year, after he leaves his 
day’s work, he shall go for a iittle while to 
neighbour Simpson’ $ night-schoo! 

Stephen. Well, John, hut peri haps we 

eould contrive for him to begin direcily- 
Tet ine see, (thinks) I shail be at home— 
how long ?—five weeks next Monday. 
Now suppose I come down here three times 
a week and teach him his letters. 

Sally. O! if your .honour would be so 
well pleased to take the trouble, what a 
brave thing that would be for Joe! 

Stephen. Yes, yes, I will do that cheer- 
fully, for God sent us here to be useful, and 
every one may be so, if he will but employ 
his talents and aim at doing good. I must 
now leave you—farewell. 

John. Thank you, siz, for your little com- 
pany, 

Young Wilton mused on the scene he 


had just witnessed, and bounding over the’ 


field that led to his father’s louse, arrived 
home with a heart cheerful and happy. 
Phere is something exhilirating even in the 
adeaof being an instrument of doing good. 
in whatever way we may imitate the Lord 
Jesus, we shail receive @ sure reward. 
Farmer Wilton, though possessed of a 
large estate, had receiv ed but a scanty edu- 
cation. Flis parents | thought of nothing 
“but the misér’s joy;” and they had but 
one son, concluded, that if they left him 
plenty of money, a good estate, and a well 
stocked farm, he would have all that was 
necessary. Happily for the son, he inheri- 
ted not the griping temper of his parents. 
Generous and open, he determined that 
his property should be subservient to the 
grand purpose of benefiting others as well 
as gratifying himself, for, as he frequenily 
remarked, * Money, like manure, is of no 
use, unless it is spread.” Conscious of his 


ewe doficiencies, he sesolved that his chil- 
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dren should be well instructed, and that ev-. 
ery attempt should be made to furnish their 
minds with useful knowledge. “I do not 
want” said he to-his wife, to make my boy 
w fine gentleman, but I desire to-see him a 
useful man, and a good member of so- 
ciety.” 

Stephen was therefore sent to a respec- 
table school, where not only his education 
was advanced, but his moral and religious 
habits conscientiously regarded. The mas- 
ter regularly assembled his pupils and his 
own family in the school-room to prayers 
morning, and evening ; for it was one of 
his maxims, that “ No ble ssing rests upon 
that house where God is not acknowl- 

edged.” 

The progress of voung Wilton was ra- 
pid. In school hours he was attentive and 
industrious, and although George Heart- 
less, often endeavoured to divert his atteu- 

tion from his studies, he mildly replied, 

“ No, Y ger erect sf hours for recreation 
and ‘hool time for learning.” The 
sche aa dil igence ensures the tutor’s ap- 
pr obati on.” 

It was Stephen’s happiness to form a 
friendship at school with an excellentzyoath 
named Henry Charlton, whose parents re- 
sided at one of the principal sea-ports in 
the west of England: modest in his de- 
meanour, and endowed with excellent tal- 
ents, affable in his temper, and willing to 
oblige; he was the general admiration of 
the whole school, but the particular asso- 
ciate of young Wilton. “How very im- 
portant are the connexions that are formed 
in early life! and how cautious young per- 
sons should be im selecting the character 
on whom they bestow the expressive title 

of “Friend !” 

Requesting my readers to excuse this <i- 
gression, f return to Stephen Wilton’s be- 
nevolent design to instruct little Joe Lum- 
ley. “ Whatsoever thine hand findetli te 
do, do it with thy might,” was a sentiment 
frequently quoted by Henry Charlton, and 

was deeply impressed upon Stephen’s mind. 
Determined, therefore, not to delay, he 
pee sem the following evening to “Joka 

umley’s, and commenced his new employ- 
ment—his 

Delightful task to rear the tender thought, 

To teach the yeung idea how to shoot. 

The assiduity of the master, and the dil- 
igence of the scholar, succeeded beyond 
expectation. In the course of a week, lit- 
tle Joe could read six verses of the ‘his 
chapter of St. John’s gospel, and at the 
end of the vacation, Stephen Wilton had 
the satisfaction of hearing him read very 
distinetly the first and second chapters! 
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It was truly affecting to witness the grief 
of Joe, when his kind preceptor informed 
him he was come to hear hiin read for the 
last time, till he returned next from school ; 
and when they came to part, the boy could 
scarcely express his aeons: on account 
of his tears. As for John and Sally, they 
were profuse in their thanks. Sally (w- 

ing her eyes with the corner of her apron,) 
said, “fam sure Master Stephen, we shall 
always remember your kindness.” “Thank 
you Sally,” said he, “ I am well rewarded— 
There Joe, (giving him sixpence) keep 
that for my sake; read the Te-:tament ev- 
ery night, and when I return (if God should 
preserve me,) I shall see what improve- 
ment you have made.” 

“ Well, said Sally, (as Stephen crossed 
the stile,) “that is the most kindest young 
gentleman in all our parish.” “ May God 
Almighty bless him! remarked John, I 
do think he’l]l make a beautiful fine man.” 

Joe continued to read the scriptures 
aloud every night, while his parents listen- 
ed with admiration. In the beginning of 
the third chapter of St. John, he found 
some difficulty in the word Nicodemus and 
Pharisees, after asking, “Father, is that 
the right sound?” Yes, Yes, Joe; I re- 
member the parson calls it exactly as thou 
dost. Joe proceeded, “Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” “There now,” said John, “if that 
be’nt the very varse I heard read the other 
day at church, and thoft as how I should 
never forget it; but then my memory is so 
cruel bad. Read it again Joe : (Joe reads) 
“except a man bebornagain.” “ Stop, Joe, 
born again, didst say ?—born again,— 
what’s that Sally ?” 

Sally. How John, how should I know 
more than thee. All I remember is some- 
thing of what the charity children said in 
church when they were going to be confarm- 
ed. A death unto Sin, anda new birth un- 
to Righteousness. I thought it a very pret- 
ty expression, and asked Mr. Blind to be 
so well pleased as to tell me what it signi- 
fied ? 

John. Well, what did he say ? 

Sally. Why, he told me that christening 
was most like it; but it belonged principal- 
ly to the days of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and his apostles ;—but (said he) Sally, it is 
too deep for you. 

John. Well, to be sure, such a poor igno- 
rant creature as I be, musn’t contradict 
such a learned man as Mr. Blind; but it 
seem’th to me that if being born again 
means only to be christened, why then the 
most wickedest people that be, may go to 


heaven. 
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Sally. Well, I dul axe then, if I dont pus 
on a good face and ax Mr. Blind about it 
again next Sunday, 

In short, reader, Sally’s mind was so fu 
of what Joe had read, that she went up te 
Mr. Blind, and very modestly asked hii to 
explain to her the meaning of the words, 
“ born again.” 

Mr. Blind. Why, Sarah, where did you 
hear any thing about that ?” 

Sally. Please your honour, Master Ste- 
phen Wilton, has been teaching our Joe to 
read, and he read it in the Testament: 
“ Except a man be born again,” &c.— 

Mr. Blind. Indeed, Sarah, I cannot tell 
you any thing more than I said when you 
asked me formerly. It is dangerous to 
meddle with these deep subjects. Many 
people have thought of them till they have 
Jost their senses. You have a very good 
heart, and (patting lis snuff-bor,)—and it 
you do your best, and pay your debts— 
(rings the bell)—and bring up your family 
in a decent manner—/( Enter the servant.— 
Samuel, I shall shoot to-day—see after the 
gun—there’s Pointer and Sharper, and 
Searcher; get them_all in readiness, and 
tell cook io get dinner ready by half vast 


five, and that Squire Chorus, and Doctor 


Lighthead, will dine with me.—Samuel, 
“yes, sir.”)—Well, Sarah, and as I was 
saying, if you do your best, and—{ pauses) 
—so on, why you will make your peace 
with God very well—-(whistles.)—Good 
morning. 

Sally. I wish you a good morning, sir, I 
thank you—/(courtesies.) 

Sally returned home, and related the 
conversation to her husband, adding, “to 
tell you the truth, John, L don’t think mais- 
ter cares much about the matter: I fear 
he thinks more of them there dogs and his 
gun, than of being “ born again.’ 

John. Well, 'm moyally certain, that 
there is something more in’t than he preten- 
deth—christening, indeed—it cannot be any 
thing like it.—O, I wish I could read the 
Bible myself, and perhaps I may be able, 
for, “Wx KNOW NOT WHAT WE CAN DO 
TILL WE TRY.” 

Parson Blind, to whom my readers have 
just been introduced, was the elder son of a 
wealthy tradesman, who, having resolved 
that his children should be gentlemen de- 
termined to conceal the obscurity of his 
own origin by sending one of his sons te 
the university, and bring up the other to 
the profession of the law. The election 
tothe former fell upon Thomas, the first 
born, and to secure him 4 maintenance, a 
living was purchased. In due time Mr. 
Thomas vas matricelated, gradnated, znd 
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ordained, although with some difficulty, the 
good bishop having previously animadvert- 
ed with more than usual severity, upon the 
paucity of this candidate for holy orders, 
not only in classic lore, but even in theolo- 
gy. It is said that, having got through his 
examination, he took his Greek Testament 
in his left hand, and with great energy ex- 
claimed, “I have now done with thee! 
When | get home, Pll drive a ten-penny 
nail through thee and clench it fast:”* But 
though Mr. Thomas was blind im respect 
to the duties of his sacred office, he was 
sufficiently enlightened as a sportsman, and 
knew where to find a covey of partridges or 
a hare sitting, and if the dulcet notes of 
music did not charm his bosom, yet he 
could nicely distinguish the sound of tally- 
ho! He did not indeed rejoice in God his 
Saviour but he entered most feelingly mto 
the delights of the hunting-club, when the 
jovial assembly was convened to comimem- 
orate the death of a fox over a bowl of 
punch which was crowned with the trophy, 
of the fox’s tail !! 

Upon the death of the incumbent Dr. 
Little, Mr. Blind was inducted to the recto- 
ry of Folliton. Squire Chorus who resi- 
ded at Fairy-hill was likewise a member of 
the hunt. He imherited the property of 
Sir Peter Startup, who was knighted on 
earrying up an address of congratulation. 
Young Chorus was more esteemed for his 
property than for his wit, and as he kept a 
good table and a large stock of wine, Fai- 
ry-bitl was generally supplied with guvsts. 
Dr. Lighthead was a pleasant facetious 
character, possessed of many qualities that 
endeared him to his friends; he was hu- 
mane, benevolent, and on the whole hb- 
eral. 

His usual maxim was to think and let 
think, and had he maintained his character 
by consistency of conduct, he would have 
escaped that censure which was often pass- 
ed upon him: but while he performed his 
ecclesiastical duties in a manner that enti- 
tled him to respect, he lessened the influ- 
ence of his instructions, by forgetting his 
character, when engaged in cenvivial par- 
ties. 

At the hour appointed, Mr. Blind and 
his friends sat down to dinner, and after 
some conversation on the sports of the 
field, the subject suddenly ciranged to one 
in which Mr. Blind was much interested, 
in consequence of Sally Lumley’s visit in 
the morning. 





* This anecdote was related to me by a wor- 
thy friend, now deceased, who was himself a 
enndidate for ordination at the same time. 
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“ Gentlemen,” said he, “I had a curious 
visit to-day from one of my parishoners, 
who came with a confounded knotty ques- 
tion, which [I confess completely puzzled 
me: [t was John Lumley’s wife; you know 
her squire ? 

Chorus. Know her, aye sure, I remem- 
ber her father when I was a boy, as hearty 
a fellow as any in Folliton, he happened. to 
take a glass too much at our revel, and died 
just after he got home—poor fellow ;—bur 
go on sir. 

Blind. Why, Sally came this morning, 
after breakfast, while I was reading Shake- 
speare’s Merry Wives of Windsor! and af- 
ter many apologies and (pulling up his 
shirt collar) and so on, she desired me to 
tell her what was meant by being “ born 
again” 

Ail. Ha! ha! ha! 

Chorus. Well, [never heard such a ques- 
tion put to a parson in all my born days. 
Come, gentlemen, if you please, we’ll sof- 
ten this hard question by a glass of wine, 
(fills his glass)—here’s—“ a short life and 


@ merry one.? 


Fagithead. Well, Mr. Blind, and what 
was your reply ? 

Blind. Indeed, Doctor, I knew not what 
to say ; for 1 never thought or heard any 
thing of being born again, except when 
reading the lessons» And when I have 
done my duty in the church, I think all my 
work is over and that I may then enjoy 
myself. Pray, doctor, what is your opin- 
ion about it ? 

Laghthead. 1 certainly think it signifies 
some change in our character and conduct, 
—thatis, a good reformation; but I do not 
hold with the enthusiastic idea, that it is ef- 
fected by the influence of the Holy Spirit : 
this is irrational. 

Chorus. Come gentlemen, I’m half a 
sleep. While you are engaged in this mys- 
terious subject, the bottle’s standing still. 
Doctor, I am waiting for your toast. 

Laghihead. You shail have it, squire, 
directly. —Church and King. 

Chorus. Church and king.—I always 
stand by the church, doctor, protestant or 
papist, it is all one to me—but none of you 
new doctrines about being “born again.” 

Blind. Well, gentlemen, let us drop the 
subject. I dare say it was confined to the 
primitive ages.. There are many odd ex- 
pressions in our liturgy and articles, whick 
are certainly puritanical, but we mast re- 
inember our reformers were old-fashioned 
men.—Squire, I take the liberty of calling 
upon you for a song. 

_ Chorus. No, no, ask the doctor he’s the 
singer—Pyay, doctor, let us have that lives 
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ly.thing that you gave us at the last hunt- 
ing feast. 

Lighthead. Certainly, gentlemen, if you 
please.” —(sings.) 

We leave the party to sepatate, and re- 
turn to John and Sally Lumley. 

It is clear that the ascendency which the 
Romish church acquired prior to the re- 
formation, is to be attributed chiefly to the 
policy of keeping the people in ignorance. 
Christianity courts investigation; its doc- 
trines do not shun the light. It is the duty 
of all persons who can read, to search the 
scriptures, and judge for themselves. A 
humble, diligent perusal of the sacred vol- 
:me, accompanied by prayer for the en- 
ightening and sanctifying Spirit, will make 
he character “ wise unto salvation.” 

The words of eur Lord Jesus to Nico- 
demus still sounded in the eas of John 
Lumley, “what can it mean,” said he to 
himself, as he was preparing some ground 
for potatoes. “ Born again.” “ Except a 
man be born again.”—Why, surely that 
means every man, and therefore it means 
.ve.—Lord help me to understand it, con- 
tinuedhe. John little thought that this was 
the first prayer he ever offered up to God; it 
same from his heart ; it was dictated by de- 
sire ; it was effectual and fervent. The more 
he thought, the more he discovered the 
sreat blessing of being able to read. He 
and Sally continued to derive much in- 
struction while Joe read. The gospel of 
St. John was now finished, and during the 
recital of the different chapters, they were 
both much affected. Sometimes a pause 
ensued, and some verse or expression be- 
came the subject of conversation. They 
both declared, they had never before expe- 
rienced such real pleasure, as they had nev- 
er known the time to pass so rapidly. In- 
deed they began to find that the werd ef 
God was quick and powerful, and that the 
death of Christ has given them divine life ; 
‘but they knew not that Jesus had done 
this. 

One evening, Joe was reading the se- 
cond chapter of the Acts, his father sud- 
denly interrupted him. “ Hold, Joe, I’ve 
a bin thinking that thou couldst teach me 
and thy mother to read that there bJessed 
book.” “That I will, father, said Joe, if 
‘you Hletme. I have kept the alphabet that 
Mr. Stephen gave me,.and you'll soon larn 
the letters.” 

Up stairs he ran, opened his little deal 
‘box, drew out the alphabet with joy, and 
putting it on the table. “There it is, fa- 
ther, A, B, C,—-you’ll soon larn them, 
‘mother !” ; 

Interesting sight! Behold a child in- 
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structing his parents; teaching them the 
way of life! O how many and how various 
are the means of being useful! If there be 
but the “willing mind,” added to the in- 
quiry, “ What shall I render,” every one 
will find something to do. 

Sally and John drew their chairs to the 
table, and placing their dear Joe between 
them, the new employment commenced. 
The young tutor fellowed exactly the plan 
of his master, and by the eagerness of the 
parents, and the simplicity of Joe, the at- 
tempt has succeeded beyond expectation. 
They soon managed a verse, then a chap- 
ter, till, at length, the whole Gospel was 
read through. 

Who would neglect the means .of doing 
good? Who weuld not atiempt to learn to 
read ? Who will despise the day of small 
things? The grandest events often arise 
from small beginnings. Grace in the heart, 


though first small like the grain of mustard 


seed, expands, increases, and strengthens 
as it grows. God loves desires after hime 
self. Many young persons fear that they 
are not accepted of God, because thetr 
minds have not been terified and alarmed 
in the way which some have represented : 
let sueh remember, that Jesus, the good 
shepherd, gathers the lambs with his arm, 
and carries them in his bosom. All de- 
pends on the dias of the mind. He that 
DETERMINES to win Christ, will infallibly 
possess the prize. 
(To be continued.) 





SENECA INDIANS. 


Our readers will recollect with much satis- 


faction several communications in our former 


volumes from Mr. J B Hyde, respecting the 
Seneca [ndians.) Mr. Hyde has resided a- 
mong this people about ten years, most of the 
time we believe in the character of a teacher ; 
and censidering the prejudices and obstacles 
with which he has had to contend, and the 
limited means in this power, we are led te 
admire the progress of the work ia which he 
has been labousing. Judczing from the state 

ment which be hashere given, we doabt wheth- 
er more has been effected by tae labours of one 
man, atany of our missionary stations, or great - 
er improvements made among heathen by the 
introduction of the Gospel in the same leagth 
of time, thaa has been produced by the exer- 
tions of this faithful servant of Christ. 


To the Editor of the Religious #rtelligencer. 


Dear Curistias Brovwuner—! have 
long been anxious that you and our other 
dear Christian friends, that have taken sp 
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deep an interest in us and in this Mission, 
should know more particularly our con- 
cerns, that they might more understand- 
ingly know how to rejoice and weep and 
pray for the Senecas. The account is 
ong but | hope you will find a place for it 
in your useful paper. I hope I have writ- 
en with some feeble views of the account J 
must give. 

Through help obtained of God we remain 
to the present time. The good work 
the Lord was pleased to begin in 1818, has 
been progressing in the midst of the fire un- 
to this day. The little compagy of five that 
came out in favour of the Gospel the 16th 
of Aug. 1818, hath become an host, and 
spreads its influence in all the villages of the 
Senecas. The following account the Chiefs 
of the several villages, gave Dr. Morse last 
August, as the progress of Christianity in 
their respective places; viz. Buffalo re- 
servation, 225, in favour of Christianity, 
whole population about 700 souls; Allega- 
ny 225, population short of 600 ; Tonawan- 
ta 30, population rising 300; Catteraugus 
equally divided, population 360. Whole 
number in these four reservations in favour 
of a preached Gospel 650. 


Progress sinee. 


Genesee was not represented at the Coun- 
cil with Dr. Morse ; no return was made of 
their state. On the Genesee river are scat- 
tered about 490 Senecas. Squakia hill is 
the principle settlement containing about 
200 souls a majority of them are in fa- 
vour of Christian instruction they have 
built a school house, the Presbytery of On- 
tario has furnished them with a teacher. 

Tonawanta, 30 miles from Buffalo 19 
miles N. W. from Batavia. In the bezin- 
ing of 1819 one solatary individual openly 
advocated the Gospel. In the course of six 
months he gained one; in the course of an- 
other six months they increa-ed to 12 ; but 
one of these fell back: in another six 
months they increased to 20. The num- 
ber last winter was 40; still on the increase. 
They have had no stated teacher. I[ visited 
them several times last spring (a year ago) 
summer and fal), and once last winter. The 
Tonnawantas are almost wholly indebted to 
borrowed light, which they have obtained 
here and at Tuscarora. They have met 
regularly on the Sabbath for two years; 
sing and pray, and talk over what they 
have learnt of Christianity. The converts 
are all young men and women, the flower 
of the village. Except two chiefs, not one 


of them can read beyond words of two and 
three letters. A Baptist brother of late 
as visited them ; but he has no interpreter, 
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The only interpreter in the place is a vids 
lent pagan. T'onnawanta is thefhead quarters 
of the pagans. They call it the council 
fire-place of the Lord. Here their famous 
Seneca Prophet lived and taught; here all 
the villages resorted for council in cases of 
sickness and witchcraft, and to learn more 
perfectly the rites of their ancient refigion ; 
here the best learnt disciples of the prophet 
still live ; here representatives from all the 
villages met to reform their old religion ; 
here they rallied to oppose the spread of the 
Gospel on its first appearance. At Tonna- 
wanta is still the coliege of the Dr. where 
knotty questions are settled and edicts are 
issued directing the faith and practice of 
disciples. 

Tie Christians made an effort, last win- 
ter, to put themselves up an house for reli- 
gious worship. ‘They cut their timber, but 
the pagans appeared so determined that a 
council fire of the minister should not stand 
beside the Lord’s council fire, that the 
Christians, after counciling with the chiefs 
at Buffalo, thought prudent to suspend the 
building until after the spring council. The 
opposition is very bitter ; they have forbid- 
den a pagan’s going into the house of a 
Christian, or having any communication 
with thern; but the interests of Christiani- 
ty is still increasing, and the disciples not 
at all discouraged. 

Catterwugus, 30 miles from Buffalo up 
the Lake. At this place there has been an 
apostacy of a principal chief. The past 
winter and spring has been a boisterous 
season, even to violence; but from ali J 
ean jJearn, the Christian interest is gaining 
ground. A goodly number meet regular- 
ly on the Sabbath, sing, pray, and talk 
over what they have learnt of Christianity. 
They have no teacher. I visited them 
twice last season. 

Allegany, 70 miles from Buffalo on the 
head waters of that river. The chiefs of 
this place reported to Dr. Morse that 383 
observed the Sabbath; but they have not 
learnt to sing. I have not heard that any 
are able to lead in prayer, or give an exhor- 
tation on religious subjects. A school 
teacher of the Society of Friends has 
taught a school with them for a number of 
years past. The past winter has been a 
time of violent contention among them. 
The pagans have threatened to burn any 
house that should be put up for school or 
religious instruction. Yet I am led to be- 
lieve the Christian interest is gaining 
ground with them. 

Buffalo. The Christian interest is evi- 
dently gaining ground in this place. Our 
congregation is usually from 50 to 70 2- 
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dults ; on some occasions 100. The chil- 
dren are detained by a Sunday school. 
From 30 to 60 attend the monthly concert 
fer prayer. Thursday evening meetings for 
singmg from 40 to70. Our singing meet- 
ings are attended as a season of worship, 
opened and closed with prayer, and fre- 
queutly improved in giving religious intel- 
ligence from abroad. Three young men 
lead in prayer ; two of themappear to have 
enlargement and pray with much feeling. 

Spring Council, opened in this place on 
she 30th of May. At this council there is 
a great collection of Indians from all the 

villages to receive their annuities, It has 
formerly been a seasen of dissipation and 
every evil work. ‘Tuesday, before the 
council opened a number ef young men 
from all the villages called en.us, to sing 
and converse on religious subjects. From 
the anxiety they manifested | preposed, if 
they chose, we would have a meeting in 
the evening: they answered, they should 
esteem it a great favour. ‘This was near 
sun set: yet we had an assembly, I should 
judge, of full 100. All appeared to hear 
with deep interest. Thursday was our re- 
guiar meeting for singing; but from the 
anxiety they manifestedto hear more con- 
cerning Christianity, we spent most of the 
time until near 42 o’clock, in instructing 
them in the truths of Christianity. From the 
anxiety still apparent, we propesed to meet 
the next evening. Qur assembly was some- 
thing less than the preceding evening. I 
counted between 60 and 70, most of them 
young men, the most promising of the 
tribe. Friday and Saturday the Indians 
received their money and goods; yet the 
chiefs and young men frem all the villages 
staid and spent the Sabbath with us. Our 
meeting was interesting. No feasting, 
dancing, or intemperance seen or heard by 
‘us during the whole council 

Buffalo, the seat of public business. 

It may not be improper to state that the 
Indian village near Buffalo is the seat of pub- 
lic business for the Five Nations; where 
xl their national councils are held, and pub- 
lic business transacted. All the villages of 
the Senecas live on the most intimate 
terms, and intermarry with each other; 
frequently visiting frem one village te the 
other. Beside, in all important concerns, 
runners are sent to acquaint the oter vil- 
lages; as the death of a person of note, 
good or bad news, copies of papers from 

overnment, missionary societies, &c. are 
Terwatdes to all the villages, It appears 
to be a maxim with the Indians to have no 
secrets. This intimacy with each other, 
gad the geheral agitation of feeling on re- 
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ligious subjects will eceount for the rapid 
spread of religious knowledge in the re- 
mote villages without any apparent means. 


SUMMARY. 


From the information T possess, T have 
no doubt more than one third of the whole 
population are in favour of Christian in- 
struction ; and in this third are a majority 
of the warriors and principal chiefs of the 
whole tribe. 


Character of Ue work. 


It has appeared from first to last a so- 
ber enquiry after truth; without the least 
tincture of enthusiasm. ‘Ihe first enquiry 
was, What hath God revealed in his word ? 
vad this continues to be their anxiety, to 
know the revealed will of God. They ap- 
pear to have no doubts of the truth and di- 
vinity of the Scriptures. Eventhe Pagans 
do not dispute that the Bible is the word of 
God, but ouly contend that God never de- 
signed it for the Indians. There has beer 
a great anxiety with many ol the young 
men to learn to read the scriptures in their 
own language ; but they have had much te 
discourage and perplex their minds. Nun 
bers have made some _ proficiency—only 
two married men can read ail that has bees 
translated. 


Morals and state of Soriety 


are greatly improved with the Christiar 
party. Their ancient religious rites had 
powerful tendency to dissipate morality, 
to destroy their property and to cut the 
very sinews of industry and econom+.— 
During several of the first years that I lived 
among this people, I knew no family that 
salted any provision. If any domestic ani- 
mal was killed, the owner made a feast ang 
devoured it at once. ‘These feasts were 
generally kept in the night; the whole of 
which was spent in singing, dancing, ané 
lewdness, with more or less drunkenness > 
frequently the next morning numbers migix 
be seen Jaying round on the flats, beside lowe 
and fences, and all wholly incapacitated for 
business. At these private and public feasis 
they consumed the principal part ef their 
meat, whether domestic or caught im hunt- 
ing, and a large proportion of their othe 
provisions, which every year before the 
Gospel delivered them, produced a searci 

ty at the season when they most needed 
sustenance to perform their labour. Ap 
individual who had the ability and did not 
inake and attend these feasts, would lodse 
his reputation and influence. Their super- 
stitiows led thein to believe that God would 
not be propitious, unless they frequeatly 
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made feasts in his name. Those who 
profess an attachment to Christianity are 
now wholly delivered from this bondage.— 
They have covenanted among themselves 
that they will not attend these feasts even 
as spectators. I know not a Christian 
family now who is pot abundantly furnish- 
ed with provisions: and they appear like 
new men, even those that were formerly 
the most moralamong them. Several that 
belong to the Christian party were former- 
ly intemperate ; most of these are wholly 
reformed. I know three belonging to the 
Christians that are not wholly recevered 
but greatly reformed. 
Marriuge. 


Tt could hardly be said that there was 
such athing emong them as mairiage ; 
though many men and women lived togeth- 
er and brought up families until separated 
by death; but they acknowledged no an- 
thority, human or divine, binding on them, 
neither was their reputation at all concern- 
ed whether they lived with companions for 
life cr only for months. Much mischef was 
continually arising from the practice of put- 
ting away and shifting companions, and 
numbers lived with several women at the 
same time. The Gospel found these things 
in great confusion; and has in a good 
measure corrected them. 

Improvement of their estates. 

The Indians formerly planted in little 

atches two and three miles apart, separat- 
ed from their neighbors by a strip of weeds 
and bushes, this generally gained every 
year on the improvement. Beside this they 
suffered great loss every year from their 
cattle for want of sood fence. Now I know 
not a Chrisiian family (and there are some 
beside) who have not lorge fields well en- 
elosed and weli cleared. They have made 
considerable improvement in building 
houses; several have good log houses with 
brick chimnies with floors and windows.— 
And to the honour of the Christian party, 
they have put up an house for religious 
worship, 42 by 18 feet, side walls ceiled 
and plastered over head with an eliptic 
arch, brick chimney, glass windows, and 
shutters. .This the Christians have built 
without any assistance only what I have 
rendered them. Beside they have made 
considerable improvement in tie publhe 
roads; a thing they never did uniil the 
gospel shown upon them, 


Formation of a Church. 
These Indians view the sacraments with 


an awful solemnity to which they are not 
prepared to approach. The duty of be- 
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lievers separating themselves unto the Lord 
and walking in his ordinances has been 
pressed upon them as the requirement of 
the Saviour and as essential to their being 
owned as a professing people. These things 
distressed them; they feared the conse- 
quences of another separation, among those 
that professed an attachment to the Gospel; 
this they thought would greatly weaken 
them and give advantage to their opposers, 
The Lord has taken his own way to open 
a door, and lead this people on from step to 
step. My judgment is not to distress them 
at present on this subject, but exhibit plain 
truth suitable to thetr case, watchmg the 
openings of Providence to advance. In 
the juggment of charity we hope a number 
love the truth, and walk in the truth ac- 
cording to their light. 


Dealings of Providence. 


It is now two years and ten months since 
the Seneeras first began to meet regularly 
on the Sabbath, for Cliristian mstruction. 
In this time there has been no deaths on 
this reservation of any of the Christian 
party excepting two infant children, be- 
longing to Christian parents. I have heard 
of but two children on the other reserva- 
tion but there may have been more. In 
the same term there has been an unusual 
number of deaths among the Pagans. Four 
of which were Chiefs of considerable note, 
John Sky and Blue Sky, of Tanawanta, 
Thomson of Catteraugus, and Adjutant of 
this reservation. While we are abundant- 
ly taught that one event happeneth unto all, 
we world mention this providence with 
adoving gratitude. Had the Pagans all 
been preserved alive, and only the Chris- 
trans visited with sickness and deat’, the 
Gospel would have remained as true and 
excellent as it now does; but the Pagans 
would doubtless have exulted in triumph, 
and the Christians would have had to en- 
counter a difficulty which a merciful God 
saw was not best for them in their weak and 
blind evndition. 


Funeral. 


On the 50th of April, 1321, attended the 
first funeral with the Senecas in Christian 
form. ‘This was at the burial of Adjutant 
one of the thirteen Chiefs that signed the 
Covenant with the N.Y. M. Society the be- 
ginning of 1819. The violent measure and 
misrepresentation of the Pagans together 
with some local feelings concerning his 
village which he thought was neglected, 
and the dying words of John Sky, as re- 
ported to him, shook his mind ; he left the 
ranks of the Christians and joined the Pa- 
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gans, but he conducted with great modera- 
tion, professed rather to be a neutral, a 
looker on to see which had the right— 
A few days previous to his death he seat 
tor the Christian Chiefs, and told them his 
heart had always been with them though he 
had appeared in the ranks of the opposi- 
tion, he had thought he could be more use- 
ful to his people by keeping along with 
them in moderating their feeling than by a 
separation ; he desired the Christians to 
take charge of his body, bury it in Chris- 
tian form as his dying testimony in favour 
of Christianity. 

The Christians assured him it should be 
es he desired. A large concourse of In- 
dians assembled of both parties. The war- 
riors formed a procession of bearers. Six 
old Chiefs walked beside the bier as pall 
bearers, the relatives and friends, women 
and children followed the corpse, which 
was taken out of the house of the deceas- 
ed, and carried into the Council house of 
the village where the exercises were per- 
formed, which consisted of a prayer, sing- 
ing in Indian and an address through an 
interpreter. The corpse was then conduct- 
ed to the grave in the same order and com- 
mitted to the dust. The whole was con- 
ducted with great solemnity and order. 
The Adjutant resided at a village we call 
Jacks Town, the head quarters of the Pa- 
gans on this reservation: several from this 
village have united with the Christians, 
but they found their situation so uncomfor- 
table that they moved out. There is not 
one openly avowed Christian in the place, 
several women, have, as we believe, stole 
away and attended our meetings. The 
Adjutant was a temperate, upright, candid 
man, and possessed the confidence of his 
people in an unusual degree. While he 
would pass over in silence the course he 
took, we are bound to adore and praise 
the goodness of that Providence that re- 
strains the violence of the Pagans through 
his instrumentality. No doubt he did more 
for Christianity by the course he took, than 
he could have done in any other way. 

( T'o be continued.) 





PALESTINE MISSION. 


Letier from Rev. Levi Parsons, to Rev. 
Mr. Néettleton.—Communicaied for the 
Religious Intelligencer, accompanied by 
the following note. 

North-Killingworth, Aug. 27, 1821. 
Dear Sin.—The letter I send you, from 
one of our Missionaries, was directed to 


North-Killingworth, and arrived in my ab- 


sence, or it had not been so long withheld 
from publication. As every thing coming 
from our dear Brethren in Palestine has 
attached to it a peculiar interest, this letter, 
though rather late, we think must not be 
lost. It speaks to us all, but especially to 
all the subjects of the late revivals of reli- 
gion. Yours sincerely, 
AsaneL NETYLETON. 


“ Smyrna, Nor. 26, 1820. 


“My Dear Baorner.—l thank you for 
your interesting letter, dated Nassau, June 
15th, which | received a few days since.— 
The account you gave me of many exten- 
sive revivals in New-York, has greatly en- 
couraged our hearts and strengthened our 
faith, What hath God wrought! Often 
you must stand still and admire and adore, 
Your brethren in India, in Owhyhee, and 
in Smyrna will rejoice when they hear of 
this. Angels have already tuned their 
harps anew, saying with a loud voice,— 
thou art worthy. ) 

“ This day has been an interesting one 
to us; something like the days which are 
past. A very respectable young man called 
at our room and joined with us in religious 
worship. We read the three last chapters 
of Hebrews, (reading in rotation _5 verses 
each) and then reimarked at iarge upon the 
nature and necessity of the fawdh without 
which it is impossible to picase God.. He . 
gave most serious attention, and was quite 
unwilling to have the conversation discon- 
tinued. “Such things,” said he “ make 
me reflect upon subjects of the greatest 
importance.” After this we sang a hymn, 
and all bowed the knee together before the 
throne of grace. As he leit us he request- 
ed that we would sell him a Bible, for “I 
wish to have one on my table that I may 
read it often.” He promised to come a- 
gain, and to bring a friend with him to en- 
joy with him the privilege of hearing the 
Gospel. What God designs by this we 
know not. But we can sincerely give thanks 
for the least token of good.—Pray for. us 
pray for him. 

I have been reading the journals of ow 
Missionaries in India, and in the west as 
published in the Herald for August and 
September. The smiles of divine Provi- 
dence or the labours of and Brethren de- 
mand special acknowledgment. Who can 
read and not feel! Who can read and not 
give! While the field is opening and 
brightening, while the heathen are reaching 
forth their hands to receive the bread of 
life, while the songs of the ransomed hea- 
then are saluting our ears, and their thanks- 
giving escending to heaven for the * glad 
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tidings of great joy,” there is still a with- 
holding of necessary means to supply the 
perishing multitude. My brother how can 
this be! will the American churches, so 
highly favoured with revivals and spiritual 
privileges suffer the heathen to cry in vain ? 
The friends of the American Board of For- 
eign Missions are in a very critical situa- 
tion. Nothing, it seems, but special and 
immediate exertions will prevent a great 
loss to the cause of Missions, and thus to 
the souls of the heathen. 

I know, my brother, that you love tkose 
who sit in darkness—you pray for them— 
you grieve for them—you excite ethers to 

ive for them. 

Tell those who have found a Saviour 
precious to them that the heathen need the 
same Saviour—they must have the same 
Saviour or perish forever. O how infinite- 
ly valuable is their hope, while here all ave 
poor and wretched and miserable. Exhort 
the rich to procure for themselves the grat- 
itude and greetings of a muititude of hea- 
thens redeemed by their charity. ‘Teach 
the young convert to look at a world which 
lieth in wickedness, and to weep over 
perishing millions. 

This, my brother, I am persuaded you 
have done and will contiaue to de. Noth- 
ing but the prevalence of such a spirit, so 
far as means are concerned, withholds from 
as a untversal revival, a revival which shall 
embrace a world; a revival for which you 
and thousands of your brethren have long 
waited with many prayers and tears. Ex- 
euse my brother, the liberty I take. The 
Lord bless you, as he has done, and _ per- 
mit you to win souls to him for many, very 
many years to come. 

Brother Fisk sends much love. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Levi Parsons. 


From the N. Y Spectator. 
STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS. 


New Stockbridge, 1821. 

Messrs. Editors—The Rev. Mr. Par- 
sons, the Jewish Missionary, before he 
lefi this part ef the country, visited 
the Stockbridge Indians, and preached 
to them, after which their chiefs gave 
him the following letters, which you 
will please to publish in your useful 
paper. 
The Chiefs of the remnant of the Muhheakun- 

nuk nation, send salutations to the sachems 


and head men of the remnant of the children 
of Abrabam, kaac and Jacob, eemmoniy 
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called Jews, residing at or about Jerusa- 
lem. 


We have thought it our duty to send 
our voice to your ears, to inform you 
that about eighty-four years ago, while 
our ancestors were sitting in darkness, 
and worshipping the Great Spirit by sac- 
rifices :—behold a certain white man 
named John Sergeant arrived at their 
fireside, and when he had opened his 
mouth tothem ; our forefathers then found 
that he was one of the messengers of the 
great and good Spirit. ‘They gladly ac- 


cepted and received him as a father, who 


taught them as his children, by whose 
means they believed the word of God, and 
that Jesus Christ was sent into the world 
to save poor sinners. 

That he was crucified, and had again 
risen from the dead, and has gone to hea- 
ven. 

Qur ancestors, and we their children, 
have enjoyed the gospel privileges ever 
since until this day. 

We would moreover inform you, that 
our ancestors were siitiug as it were at 
the front door of the house, and that our 
allies or friends of the different tribes, of 
Unninnaumpauk, commonly called Indi- 
ans, were setting on the west side of us ; 
and none of them as a nation has receiv- 
ed the religion of Jesus, except the Mo- 
hawks who were setting next to us. 

We feel, however, happy to inform 
you that many of our brethren of the dif 
ferent tribes of Indians have now receiv- 
ed the good word of God. 

Our fathers and we were instructed to 
read the good book called the Bible, by 
which we have learned to read the histo- 
ry of your ancestors, and that Jesus 
Christ was ef the Jewish tribe, and that 
he was killed by his own brethren the 
Jews. 

Many of the heathea Indians on thie 
Island when they had heard this, were 
much enraged, and declared they would 
not have killed so good a brother. 

By that book we have also learned that 
all the promises which were made knowa 
by the holy prophets have come to pass, 
that some are yet to be accomplished ; a- 
mong other things youare to return from 
different parts of the world to the coun- 
try of your ancestors. 
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Many of our white brethren are now 
anxiously waiting to see or hear of your 
return, and are now preparing to send 
messengers of our Lord unto you, and 
whom we hope you will gladly receive 
and hear. 

By the good book we also learn that 
all the nations in this world will become 
irue believers in Jesus, that there will be 
no distinction among the different tribes, 
whether white, red, or black ; and since 
the book has informed us that all the na- 
tions in the world are the descendants of 
one man and woman, and that Jesus 
came down to die for the whole world, 
we can call you brethren, and address 
you as such. 

Brothers, we believe that many of you 
have believed in Jesus Christ, who has 
already come and suffered, and fulfilled 
the salvation of the Jews and Gentiles,and 
followed the good path he has marked 
out for you and us: we believe, that if you 
and Unnannaumpauk, or Indians, would 
be faithful to the end, truly worship the 
great and good Spirit, we shall meet and 
see each other at the great day of Jesus, 
when you and all the faithful Gentiles 
will be received into heaven, or Wohwe- 
koiyenwonhunnouk neh uhtauk mauthcha- 
iyuk annemenauwaunkum,or where there 
is full of peace and joy and consummate 
happiness. 

Hendrick Curpaumut. 
Solomon Quanquanchomut. 
Solomon Uhhaunwaumut. 


Jacob Cheekjaunkin. 


New-Stockbridge, Oneida County, 
State of New-York, April 8, 1819. 


This certifies that the above is a true 
Copy of the original letter composed en- 
tirely by the native Indians without any 
eorrection or assistance of any white 
person whatever. That also, on this oc- 
casion the Indians contributed six dollars 
in money towards the support of Mr. 
Parsons’s mission—the women also pre- 
Sented him with a number of small bask- 
ets, some of which he said he should car- 
vy to Asia with him. 

J SERCEANT, Missionary. 
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CHOCTAW NATION 


We copy from the Newark Centinel the fol- 
lowing letter from David Folsom, an Indian 
Chief in the Choctaw Nation, to a correspond- 
ent in Newark, N, J. dated Pigeon Roest, July 
4, 1821. 

Dear Friend end Brother,—It is some- 
time since that [ had a happiness to receive 
your affecting letter, dated December 28, 
1820, and | am ashamed that I have not 
answered it sooner; but I have this day 
set down pen in my hand to talk to you on 
this paper—hoping you will receive it as 
coming from a friend, who is poor and 
needy and lacking of knowle -dge, and need 
much for help—which is the Cass of your 
unworthy Brother D. Folsom. I thank you 
for your kind admonition, which makes me 
feel rejoice and gladness of heart, to learn 
so many of the Christian friends, who is 
good toward we poor Choctaws. 

You wished me to tell you whether T 
eonsider myself a Christian or not—Qh, 
dear friend, the Saviour is I am doubtful 
not near me, and not know in what way [ 
should seek after that ever blessed loving 
Son of God, which you tell me the glorious 
God has given up for such creatures as we 
are. I do not know low a Christian peo- 
ple—however, I have talked to some of the 
missionaries that are here—and therefore 
I am sorry to say to you, that I consider 
myself a poor distressed sinner and néedy 
man, and in no favour with God. I do 
suppose you good people at the North are 
rejoicing and praising God every morning 
and evening and every Sabbath; but in the 
Choctaw nation we have no such happi- 
ness as you have, except the missionaries. 
Tiney are trying to do all they can for the 
spreading of the Gospel. The school at 
Elliot is, on the whole, in a flourishing 
state at ghis time, and improving as well as 
could be expec ted. Our children are learn- 
ing fast, and making a handsome improve- 
ment. The reinforcement of the mission- 
aries in this nation, last winter, has been 
great good; since they came the school has 
done well; I can tell you more good news 
from Elliot. Some of the scholars are and 
have been for some time back very serious 
—there is four in number appears to be en- 
gaged. Mr. Jewell was here a few days 
since; and he tells me that the mission 
family has a good reason to hope one of 
the scholars is a Christian. The mission 
family at Elliot are in good health. 

Friend and brother, God were good in 
ceiving your nation a Bible and true light 


and blessing. God were pleased to give 
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you all these blessing —now we poor Choc- 
taws look up to your nation for help, as lit- 
tle children would cry and beg unto a fa- 
ther to have mercy on them. The great 
Father, the Spirit above, was goed in send- 
ing his dear children among_us, and are in- 
structing our children ia the way they 

should be happy here on earth and beyond 
the grave, &c. You Christian people have 
done much for my poor and despised na- 
tion—you have already done much; but 
you have much todo yet. I am in hopes 
you good people ai the North, will not get 
weary in so glorious cause. The dear mis- 
sionaries you good people have sent here, 
ander the blessing of God, must be sup- 
ported,—and also we Chactaws, I think, 
ougit to have at least two more faithful, 
good, active ministers, and two female 
teachers, to teach our girls; and I should 
say, they ought to be single women. One 
thing has distressed my mind very much, 
fhat is, it appears that the money way is 
Ziving out, to support the missionaries here 
—and therefore under the authority of 
Dr. S. Wercester, our dear beleved Rey. 
Kingsbury, nave left the nation fora while, 
¢o ebtain some money in thc state of Mis- 
sissippi for the missienary cause, and it ap- 
pears he will get no money of consequence 
——and therefore what is to be done about 
mur schocl? Must our children be sent 
dack and be more miserable thay before, 
Secause our children and ourselves, or at 
feast some of us have been taught? If the 
@hristian people forsake us, we poor red 
people are done forever. The school can- 
mot go on without means; our teachers 
cannot go on with their work unless they 
have the means to support themselves, &c, 
it would be very painful indeed to us, if 
‘our school should stop for want of means, 

and it would be more so if missionaries 
shoul! be compelled to leave us for wanted 
support. 

Brother, how would you feel, if it were 
so that the whole of your nation were about 
to have all the ministers, and all the teach- 
ers, and the Bible leave your country, fer 
the want of just a little help from the be- 
nevolence of a Christian people ? Do for 
the sake of that good Saviour you tell me 
about in your letter—do all you can for the 
good of my natien. If the money is scarce 
in that country, Iam sure dry goods would 
eommand cash here in this country, for the 
use of the mission, Kc. do all you can for 
ahe promotion of good in my nation. 

At Mayhew I am fearful the school will 
not get into operation this fall. I am in- 
deed very anxious the school should get in- 
to operation soon as possible—howerer, no 

. 
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work can go on fast uniess plenty means te 
do with. 

I am anxious to hear from Cornwall 
school; you will please to write me and the 


particulars there and about Israel and M‘- 


Kee Folsom. My love to your family and 
all your friends. From your Friend, 
Davip Fousom. 


P. S. I will tell you something about 
myself and family as you requested. My 
mother is Choctaw, and my father a white 
man. Iwas about 12 years of age betore 
I understood 10 words of English, and af- 
ter J was past 12 I did try all [ could to 
learn to speak English, and often time beg 
to father and mother to send me among 
the whites to go to school; but as [ wasa 
favourite son of my mother, she would ne- 
ver let me go into another country, and I 
becaine to be about 20, I thought to myself 
I was a man of my own, and so I went off 
to the state of Tennessee; there I got 
chance of schooling six months—and my 
money gave out, and I came back home 
again, | had no more money to go baek 
to schoo! ; you may be sure it was painfu! 
to me; and as I had no other chance to ge 
te school again, I was obliged to be con- 
tented with what little schooling I had re- 
ceived, and so ] got mea companion and 
she would not marry me unless I would 
go out of the nation with her, and be mar- 
ried according to the laws of whites, and 
before proper authority, which was pleas- 
ing to me, and went vii to state of Missis- 
sippi, got married, and come back again te 
our land. God has been good to us and 
has blessed us with as many comforts as we 
could wish. We have six children—one 
of them named Cornelius, after Rey. Elias 
Cornelius, and one named Mary, after Mrs. 
Cornelius. If I was a religious man, a pi- 
ous and true follower of that good Saviour 
you tell me of in your letter, I think I 
would be a happy man. Dear brother, 
pray for me, and all my family. 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Copy of a letier from the Rev. Mr. Bying- 
ton, Missionary at Elliot, in answer te 
one enclosed in a bor of Clothing, fur- 
nished by the Hopkinton, Mass, Dorcas 
Society. 


Exuiot, June 17, 1821. 
Dear Farrenps,—Your letter dated 
Sept. 24th 1820, was received here only a 
short time since, together with your kind 
and generous donation to this mission. By 
this pledge of your love, our hearts are re- 


treshed. Pray accept eur thanks, for this 
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effort, to aid us in our work of mercy, to- 
ward this long lost tribe of men. To me 
it was very pleasant to know, that our 
friends at Hopkinton had remembered this 
mission. 

Some months since, I was allowed to 
visit you, and plead in behalf of the pre- 
cious souls, who are now around me, in 
the midst of whom I dweil, and for whom 
I am henceforth to live. 

My dear Friends, let me freely say to 
you, the cause is far from appearing less 
precious by coming here and visiting these 
habitations of want, degradation and sin. 
Could you ride through this nation, as I 
have been permitted to do—see here young 
dirty, ragged, naked, ignorant and perish- 
ing children: could you then visit this 
place, and here see them healthy, well 
clothed and fed, learning how to read, 
write and cypher, learning our language 
and our.castoms ; could you see how ready 
they are to work for us, and how much 
they do, and how many more wish to come 
here : you would not be sorry, that you had 
given them a little eoat, a hat, a blanket, a 
bedtick, or a pair of shoes. Your hearts 
would all burn with joy to see these chil- 
dren. No higher joy, I can freely say, 
have I ever known, than since I have been 
here. In the arrangements of our various 
duties, 18 or 20 little boys are committed to 
ray care, when out of school. To preserve 
my own health, a good deal of labour is 
necessary for me. 

May [ now tell you what these boys do ? 
At sun rise I blow a whistle, they rise to- 
gether, I call the school, inquire of them 
about their hats, and if they have washed, 
&c. They then take their axes and go in- 
to the woods, to clear land—most of our 
timber isoak. "These boys work till a horn 
blows for breakfast. After breakfast they 
g0 Out again to chop, and again after school 
at nig ht. More active and willing boys to 
wie, I have rarely seen, If any one is in- 
Olined to be lazy, I send him up to the 
house, as not fit to be in our company, and 
the next time he never fails to work well. 
At night our children sleep on a blanket, 
laid upon a board, or on the floor, We 
have no bedticks or beds for them. The 
gurls we are obliged to let sleep much in 
the same way. We are sorry to do so. It 
is not the fault of our friends, that we are 
obliged to treat our children in this way.— 
They send us clothing enough and of some 
kinds more tham we want. We have a 
supply of small garments. We are in want 
of bedticks for our girls and boys. We 
Should be glad of sheets, pillow cases, 
blankets, sees, hats, garments for men and 


women, and let them all be plain. We do 
not want a single fine garment. Strong 
and plain cloathes, we choose to wear Our- 
selves, and it is what we want for our chil- 
dren. Should you send any thing further 
to this mission, pray send the things we 
most need, if it should be convenie.: for 
you. 

Perhaps you can let other friends in 
neighboring towns, know what kind of 
clothing to send. ‘I'wo thirds of our chil- 
dren went barefoot last winter. 

In behalf of our family [ subseribe my- 
self your much obliged friend, 

Cyrus Brinetror. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from some of the pious 
students in Dartmouth College, N. H. 
to members of the Church in Yale College, 
dated ugust, 1321. 


A revival commenced in the east part of 
the town, (Hanover) about 5 months since. 
While it was progressing with power and 
approaching nearner to us, producing the 
eifects usually attending the operations of 
the Holy Spirit, Christians began to feel 
the importance of a revival in College— 
At the close of tire last term, theré*was 
apparently moré attention to the all im- 
portant subject among professors of reli- 
gion, but little or no excitement with the 
impenitent. At the commencement of the 
present term, the Spirit descended among 
us, several were convinced of sin, and re 
covered, as we trust, from its fatal ruins te 
a life of holiness. TThe work still contin- 
ues ; its progress, however, is less apparent 
among the students than it was a few- 
weeks ago. 

Seventeen members of College and one 
hundred and twenty of the inhabitants ofthis 
town and village, have recently been brought 
from the darkness and slavery of sin, ints 
the light and liberty of the Gospel. ‘Thoug 
we lament that many with whom we are 
associated still persist in their devious wan- 
derings, far from happiness and heaven, we 
do not indulge the ungrateful thought, Uiat 
the blessing has been simalJ, it demands 
our highest praise. If joy is diffused through 
the society of the heaveniy world at the re- 
pentance of one sinner, wel! may we rejoice 
to see sO Many returning with wonder te 
praise their long neglected Saviour. ‘Twe 
or three among us have, for scveral weeks, 
been deeply impressed with a sense of theb 
condition as sinners, end of the importance 
of an interest in Chiut. These, we trust, 
will yet be enlightened and made to rejoice 
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“in the hope of the glory of God.” From 

rivate letters we learn that the work of 
God still prevails in Middlebury College ; 
that sixteen members of College, and near 
a hundred of the people of that place have 
become the subjects of Christ’s kingdom. 
In Lyme, a ‘town adjoining this, a revival 
commenced about a year since, and is still 
progressing: the number of its hopeful sub- 
jects is about one hundred.” 


A respected Clergyman in Vermont, in 
a letter to the Editor, communicates the 
joyful news of a most remarkable work of 
God prevailing in almost every town in Ver- 
mont on the west side of the green moun- 
tains, from Massachusetts to Canada line.” 





REVIVAL IN CONNECTICOT. 


Extract of a Letter from one of the Mission- 
aries in the employ of the Congregalion- 
al Missionary Society last winter, to his 
friend in Charleston, S. C. dated, 


“ Torringford, Joly 16, 1821. 

“ When I arrived at my father’s house, I 
found a gentleman there waiting for me, 
who had heard of my arrival, to engage 
me to come to this place, which is about 
twenty miles west of my father’s. You 
will conclude, not that Jam in particular 
demand, but that preaching is in great de- 
mand in this favoured section of our coun- 
try, when I inform you, that [have had ap- 
plications from three different places in this 
vicinity, to supply the places of superan- 
nuated ministers. 

Of all the revivals that I have ever wit- 
nessed, none have so deeply interested my 
heart, none appear so strikingly to mani- 
fest the power of God or the excellence of 
the Christian character, as that with which 
Farmington has been blessed. “O,” I 
have often thought, while residing among 
this people, “ what glorious work a revival 
of religion would make in this town !” The 
blessed effect of such a work I have now 
witnessed; and it is beyond any thing I 
could ever have had faith to pray for. The 
change in the moral aspect of things is as- 
tonishing. “Many who have been very 
far from God and righteousness,” have, as 
we bumbly hope, recently been brought 
nigh by the blood of his Son. Some whose 
moral condition once appeared hopeless, 
are now in their right minds, at the feet of 
Jesus. Many of the professed devoices of 
Mammon, have recently departed with all 
for Christ. A large class of this communi- 
ty have been engerly engaged in the pur- 
suit of riches; and their clashing interests, 
eombined with those feelings of selfishness 
and pride which avarice fosters, have pro- 
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duced, as might be expected, quarrels a- 
mong neighbours, and much hostility of 
feeling. ‘The quelling of this hostile spirit 
was among tho first visible effects of the 
Spirit of God. Of many, who have for- 
merly been not even on speaking terms, it 
may now be said, as it was of the early 
Christians, “‘ See how these Christians love 
one another.” Let any person witness the 
glorious effects which this work of grace 
has produced in Farmington, and still dis- 
approve of a revival of religion; and it 
would not be difficult, I think, to decide vo 
whese kingdom that person belongs. 





From the Beston Recorder. 
MONTHLY CONCERT. 


Me. Wii1i1s.—The interest which has 
been excited, and the obvious good which 
has resulted from the publication of a 
little piece on the proper manner of con- 
ducting the monthly concert, in the Re- 
corder for December 16tli,1820, prompts 
the belief that you will still be willing to 
consecrate a small portion of your paper 
to the furtherance of this great object. 
While such facilities ave offered, and so 
much still remains to be done, a benevo- 
lent heart can hardly be quiet, without 
making further effort to render this meet- 
ing such as it was designed to be, and 
such as it ought to be. Without reflect- 
ing at all on the veracity of those associa- 
tions of ministers, who, in their reports, 
state that this meeting is generally well 
attended, we may state as fact, that the 
monthly concert such as it was designed 
to be, is really known and attended but 
by comparatively few. Lamentable and 
incredible as it may appear to the good 
people in your vicinity, it is certain this 
meeting is not generally much better at- 
tended, much more interesiing, much 
more profitable than the common meet- 
ings on other days; and of course, not 
much different from them. ‘This fact is 
ascertained by persopal observation, as 
well as by intelligence communicated. 
‘The writer has attended with many 
churches in different parts of the country. 
The tneetiogs are, in general, all of near- 
ly the same character ; so that by giving 
a view of one, which he attended, a to- 
lerably correct view will be give:. of all. 
At this there were four clergymen pres- 
ent. ‘The house was filled as usual. 
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Much was expected. But the exercises, 
though good, must have disappointed any 
one who expected to have united in sup- 
plicating the quickening infleuces of the 
Spirit on the church and on the world. 
Those who led in these exercises, ap- 
peared to feel what the Rev. Pastor of an 
adjoining parish, on the same eyening, 
expressed, that the object of the meet- 
ing was to pray for a revival of religion 
first, and principally in that place, and 
thea in other places. In the exhortation 
given by one minister; in the statement 
concerning the religious feeling in the 
city, given by another; and in the prayers 
olfered by the other two, there was notb- 
ing except the cold allusion to the Jews 
and the heathen, which is heard in every 
prayer, to lead our minds beyond the 
bounds of the city. While returning, 
though I could cheerfully concur in the 
veneral remark, we have had an excellent 
conference,| could not suppress the emo- 
tion of regret, that these christians could 
not participate in the expansive, benevo- 
lent, holy joy, which warmed the hearts of 
their brethren in Boston and vicinity, 
who at the same time were retiring from 
a monthly concert. Nor is the desire 
yet extinguished, that they and all the 
churches may be induced to know and 
improve the same means, that their meet- 
ings may be equally blessed. These 
means ave simple, easily improved. In- 
stead of praying, first and principally for 
a revival in our own parish, and then in 
other parishes; at thie season let the 
prosperity and extension of the Redcem- 
er’s kingdom, at once fill our souls: let 
success of the Bibleand Missionary Soci- 
eties, the means by which it is extending, 
in turn be the burden of our prayer The 
hearts of cliristians willthen be enlarged, 
enobled. Instead of a didactic discourse, 
or practical exhortation, let the mighty 
revolutions taking place in the moral 
world, let the enlargement of Zion, as it 
appears in the formation of every new 
benevolent society, in the establishment 
of every new missionary siation, and ia 
every revival of religion, be portrayed 
in proper colours. ‘The hearts of chris- 
tiaus will eapand with benevolence, will 
burn, Ay dinstead of retiring as from a 
tonierence, lef us first like Cornelius, af- 
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ford a passport to our supplications, that 
ours also may be the blessed assurance, 
“‘ thy prayers and thine alms are come 
up for a memorial before God.” ‘Phen 
too, will the hearts of christians revive ; 
and they will hope and feel that the 
kingdom of the Lord is indeed coming. 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

What Minister of the Gospel, what 
disciple of the Cross, will not raise his 
ejaculations in ascriptions of praise to 
Heaven, that through the instrumentali- 
ty of Sabbath Schools, the poor are be- 
ginning to have the Gospel preached to 
them? Where is the philanthropist 
whose heart does not beat high with ex- 
ultation, that by means of this benign in- 
stitution, the poor, the ignorant, the 
wretched, and the depraved, are begin- 
ning to emerge from dust and pollution, 
and to occupy that place iu the scale of 
being, which God and nature designed 
for all mankind ? What miser—what ep- 
icure, who spends his days and nights in 
dreaming over his millions, or rioting in 
luxury, can withhold his hands from ad- 


‘ministering to the calls of Sabbath. 


Schools, which, as he must acknowledge, 
in their progress will inevitably so muck 
lessen the draughts oo his purse for the 
support of the poor ? What teacher wild 
not say, We have already realized more 
than the cost of all our labours; we are 
more than recompensed fer all our sac- 
rifices ? 





THE FRUIT OF AFFLICTION. 

Falke, a distinguished nobleman of Saxe 
Weimar, lost, a few years since, four lovely 
children (all he had) within one month.— 
This event led him to resolve on turning 
all his attention to the deverted and help- 
less offspring of abandoned parents. With 
the assistance of some friends, he has been 
enabled to form an Institution whose object 
is not only to make these children use(ft# 
members of society, but “ to dedicate them 
to God and his Christ.” They are taught 
valuable trades—they are sent to Sabbath 
schools—they have a Christian example 
vefore them continually. We is now the 
* father” of 300 such children, who gather 
aiound him, and regard him as their tem- 
poral and spiritual benefactor, On hun- 
dreds and thousands of these, a permanent” 
blessing rests, and Falke lives to seg the 
sweet frnite af his pict labors-—AMen 
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MISSION AT ELLIOT. 


The Committee appointed to receive the 
donations of their fellow students in Yale Col- 
lege, take pleasure in making the foliowing 
alatement: 


Mony transmitted to the Treasurer of the 


Board of Missions, as follows :— 


Part of the avails of the Missionary 
Garden of Yale Col. : - $14 00 
Part of the avails of the Monthly Con- 
cert of do., - - - : 8 00 





Vessels for the sacramental Table at El- 
liot, valued - ° - . 20 00 
A box containing about 40 bats, 75 
A box of clothing containing 163 articles 
of clothing : viz. 11 coats, 10 surtouts, 
30 pair Pantaloons, 34 vests, 13 pair 
shoes, 5 pair boots &c. &c. valued 197 06 
Books chiefly for schools, 10 00 





Total, $324 06 


In repairing dd preparing the above articles 
of clothing, we are under great obligations to 
the kindness of the ladies of this city, for their 
labours of the needle. ‘They generously spent 
several afternoons in altering and preparing 
garments, the value of which labour was esti- 
mated at 87 50. Also tothe shoe-makers for 
their work valued at $8 17. These articies are 
now ready for shipping, and will be sent with 
those now prepasing by the benevolent of this 
city and the neighbouring towns. 


In addition to the above generous donation 
we would state much to the credit of the young 
gentlemen ia College, that a similar box of 
valuable articles estimated at more than $330 
bas been given, and forwarded by them to the 
mission at Brainerd within a few months, 


ORDINATION, 


On Wednesday the 15th inst. the Rev. Ep- 
warp W. Hooxer, of Andover, Mass. was or- 
dained Pusior of the Church and Society of 
Greens-iarms, The Rev. Mr. Fuller, of North- 
Stamford, made the introductory prayer ; the 
Rev, Mr. Raton, of Norwalk, preached the or- 
dination sermon, from 2d Thess Chap iii. v: 
1,2: the Rev. Mr Buffett, of Stanwich, made 
the consecrating prayer; the Rev. Mr. Smith, 
of Stamford, gave the charge to the Pastor ; 
the Rev. Mr. Freeman, of Weston, gave the 
right hand of fellowship ; the Rev. Mr. Haight, 
of Wilton, gave the charge to the people ; and 
the Rev. Mr. Bonny, of New-Canaun, made tte 
soncluding prayer. 
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The concourse of people was unusually great, 
and the exercises were peculiarly solemn and 
interesting. 

The Rev. Peter Locxwoon, of Bridgeport, 
was at the same time, ordained an Evangelist. 





POETRY. 


The following lines were found a few days 
since, written in a Bible, which had been the 
constant chart of a good old man, who com- 
menced the voyage of ifeabout 70 years ago— 
and who expects soon to be launched into eler- 
nity. . We need not the marine list of the day 
to inform us of his safe arrival at the haven of 
rest. 

While down the stream of life I sail, 

Christ be my ship and grace my gale, 

Hope be my anchor while I ride, 


This book my compass o'er the lide. 





NOTICES. 

The annual meeting of the Education Socie- 
ty willbe held at the Court House in New. 
Haven, at 5o’clock P.M. Sept iith. A ser- 
mon will be preached before the Society on 
the same evening at 7 o’clock in the north 
Church, and a contribution for the Society will 
be taken up. N. W. TAYLOR, Sec. 


The meeting of the Directors of the Domes- 
tic Missionary Society ot Conn. will be held at 
New-Haven Sept. 1ith at 2 o'clock P. M. 

N.W. TAYLOK, Sec. 

The cultivators of the Missionary garden res- 
pecttully inform the peuple of New- Haven that 
they have for sale okras, beets, and carrots. 

Any order for either of the above vegetables 
left at the house in the garden, near the Medi- 
cal College, will be promptly attended to. 





TO PATRONS. 

{(=> We would remind our patrons that 
Commencement in Yale College is on 
the 2d Wednesday in September. It will af- 
ford a good opportunity to remit payments, 
Those who do not pay soon, cannot expect 
to take advantage of the very liberal deduc- 
tion made tothose who pay im advance. 

{r¢- Those who have not paid for the 
last or previou volumes are requested to 
read Lukev’ 51. 


UBL*SHED EVERY SATURDAY, 
BY NATHAN WHITING. 
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